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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
Dear fellow Glovers. 
 
Despite the slight step down in pace during the summer the last 2 months have produced a number of 
opportunities for us to get together.  The Go-Karting at Sandown, so expertly organised by Liveryman 
Jonathan Grosvenor, the visit to Oxburgh Hall and our first organised visit for the Apprentices.  So I find myself 
writing the forward for the newsletter for the last time with mixed emotions.  With little over a month to go 
until I step down I find myself reflecting on a most enjoyable year working with you.  I have had immense 
support from so many people – too numerous to list (and too dangerous for fear of missing anyone) save to 
say it is they who have made this such a rewarding and enjoyable year for me.  I know the Company will go 
from strength to strength but I wish you all heartfelt thanks for all the support and wish you all the best for 
the remainder of the year.                                                                                              Ann Esslemont, Master 
 

GLOVERS’ APPRENTICES VISIT PROVIDENCE ROW 
 

Whilst early September is not 
always so convenient for Livery 
members, it was a good time to 
catch all the Glovers' Apprentices 
together in London and able to 
participate in the first Glovers' 
Apprentices visit. Liveryman 
Maggie Manwaring has an 
excellent relationship with 
Providence Row, a longstanding 
charity that has received grants 
from the Glovers for many years. 
Based in the heart of East London 
this charity has transformed itself 
to help its homeless clients 
change their lives from 
subsistence living to receive skills 
training in gardening and as 
chefs. This therefore made an 
excellent venue for the four fully 
signed up Apprentices Albie, 
Imogen, Usaid and Kate to meet 
with their respective Apprentice 
Masters and they were joined by 
Jamal who will be indentured to  

 
R-L: Apprentices Imogen Hamilton-Jones, Albie Duffy, and Usaid Qasmi.  
Also apprentice-in-waiting Jamal Awolaja.  Apprentice Kate Bernstock 
joined a little later. 

Assistant Richard Morris in November.  We were shown the premises by Tina Salway and she explained the 
issues around homelessness in London and the facilities at Providence Row including the roof garden now 
ready for harvesting with so many vegetables.  The food grown is eaten by the clients and used in their 
cooking classes and kitchen. The art room was a revelation of the skill and many moving images that had 
been drawn and painted. The use of art therapy was clearly an important aid to healing and self-
expression.  The Clerk had identified a nearby Pizza Express for us to eat together before returning to our 
respective homes. Four of the apprentices will be at University by now and the fifth graduated this year.  They 
were all very engaged by the visit and this might well lead to some further involvement in due course. We all 
had a thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding evening. 
 

 



GLOVERS VISIT TO OXBURGH HALL – 3RD SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Few people can document their home back to 1482 and even fewer can show the same family are still living 
there. But on a sunny September morning about 40 Glovers and our guests were cordially welcomed by Sir 
Henry Paston Bedingfeld and his wife, Lady Mary to their delightful moated castle in Norfolk. We therefore 
felt particularly privileged as this historic treasure is now run by the National Trust but on this day it was 
closed to the public and we were treated to a private tour conducted by Sir Henry and Lady Mary themselves. 
Much of the main entrance and north walls are original although the drawbridge is no longer. Teams of 
gardeners were working on the hedges and parterre and as we went from room to room family treasures, 
Royal history and religious struggles all unfolded before us. The walls were hung with tapestries and paintings 
but I could not help noticing that a portrait of a former family member who became an officer in the Austrian 
Hussars looked striking like our own Past Master Roddy Morriss! The family remained Roman Catholic 
throughout their history; we saw the tiny priest`s hole for hiding visiting priests in times of persecution and 
later the family church installed in the grounds in more tolerant times. 

 
We visited the Kings Room, the Salon and also saw the remarkable quilts and needlework, some of which 
were done by Mary Queen of Scots whilst she was held hostage in Norfolk by Queen Elizabeth 1.  A particular 
interest when accompanied by the Master and Liz Elvin who know so much about them. Finally we marvelled 
at the views from the roof tops. There is much to see and several mentioned that they would like to return 
on another occasion to learn more of this fascinating place. The visit was concluded by a handsome lunch in 
the National Trust Café after which the Master presented both Sir Henry and Lady Mary, by way of a heartfelt 
thank you, a pair of gloves each. Sir Henry, who is a Bowyer and had been Past Master Scrivener, graciously 
replied and made us feel that we had been part of his family for the day. I cannot conclude this short narrative 
without also mentioning the coach trip. Those who missed Caroline Dale, first in Blue Badge mode explaining 
about the history of Oxburgh Hall as we travelled along and then in air hostess mode, along with Herbert, 
handing out refreshments and serving wine, should regret that they were not there. The Master had provided 
us with a handmade souvenir bags for our goodies bearing our Livery coat of arms, a special reminder of a 
special day, when I next take it to Sainsburys! The whole day could not have worked so well without their 
hard work and planning and together with Daphne Cave they deserve our hearty thanks. Well done to the 
Master and those members of the Social Committee for a most enjoyable and successful day – but I would 
say that, would I not?                                                                                                 Assistant Richard Morris 
 



CITY GO-KART GRAND PRIX 
THE 1st INTER-LIVERY GO-KART COMPETITION 

Liveryman Jonathan Grosvenor has been the driving (pun intended) powerhouse behind the City Go-Kart 
Grand Prix. It is fair to say that he was fortunate that the Master and the Lord Mayor, Alderman Alan Yarrow, 
are both petrol heads who were themselves keen to race and win the challenge. Finding the City streets too 
confining for their speed and manoeuvres this event took place at the Daytona Sandown Park go-kart track 
on 26th July. Three Glovers' teams managed by Liveryman Malcolm Freeman were on the starting grid with 
the favoured MG Racing only just behind the Lord Mayor himself in poll position. The rain soaked track did 
not deter some mean driving. Past Master Roddy Morriss commented on a dashing photo of himself at the 
wheel "This was one of the rare occasions when I was not pirouetting or going backwards."  
The real winner was the Lord Mayor's Appeal who were the recipients of the proceeds of the day and whose 
supporters, led by the Lady Mayoress, assisted by Nala, and cheered on everyone. A large team of Glovers 
also helped with all the arrangements including directing cars in the pouring rain which is not fun. Thanks to 
them and those who came to watch and especially to Jonathan for the hard work and inspirational leadership. 

  
Glovers looking quite cheerful despite the weather Roddy Morriss is in the pits supervised by  The Master 

 

 
Alison Gowman with the winners photo, nabs the 
trophy  assisted by the Master 

Liveryman Malcolm Freeman takes the chequered flag. 
Erm; Sandown would like it back please 

All the drivers were given gloves to wear donated by our technical and safety glove makers BM Polyco and 
the winners were awarded best quality leather gloves by Dents.  Both companies were acknowledged by 
having Glovers' teams named after them. So to the results….the fastest lap and Esslemont trophy was awarded 
to Jack Barlow driver with Glovers' team MG Racing who finished 6th overall, with Polyco GP coming 5th and 
Dents Drivers at 14. The winners were the Dowgate Dodgers, the team entered by Immediate Past Master 
Alison Gowman as Alderman for Dowgate Ward. They were part of a charity team called Kartforce whose 
drivers are all disabled veterans.                                                                             Alderman Alison Gowman 

VOTE JACK BARLOW APPEAL BY 29TH SEPTEMBER (AND IT WONT COST YOU A PENNY) 
Those of you that attended the Grand Prix will remember young Jack who secured the Esselmont trophy for 
the Glovers. He needs our help. Jack runs on a near non-existent budget of £80k against drivers with £200k 
budgets. He holds down two jobs to add to his pot; not a bad work ethic these days. One major team owner 
told me Jack is better than our drivers but has no money so he won't get a seat! Autosport and Maclaren have 
recognised those who struggle and do not have private income by introducing a scheme to help.  So please 
could you could all nominate Jack for this E100k sponsorship with a test drive in a Maclaren F1 car by 
emailing maba.nominations@autosport.com : head the email Nominations and then nominate Jack Barlow  

 

mailto:maba.nominations@autosport.com


GLOVERS OUT AND ABOUT 
 

GONGS FOR GLOVERS FUND RAISING 

  
Wendy Mead collected her OBE at Windsor Castle Don’t look down; Liveryman Paul Holder being rather bold 

GWEN STAPLETON MBE 
Our longest serving lady Glover 

EWEN CAMERON 

 

 

 

 

Liveryman Ewen Cameron in another guise The Master visiting Gwen earlier in the year 



GLOVERS ST PAUL’S CHORISTER 
NICHOLAS EVANS 

  

Nicholas Evans, the Glovers St Paul’s chorister, has certainly been busy in recent months.  Not only 
has he been on tour of the USA with the choir but he has also appeared in the credits as the boy treble 
in a singing part in the new BBC film The Go Between. 

GLOVERS REACH SEMI-FINALS OF THE INTER 
LIVERY TENNIS COMPETITION 

The Glovers entered a team for the first time in many 
years to the Inter-Livery mixed doubles tournament, this 
year held at Queen’s Club in London on 9 September. 
The green svelte of grass immaculately prepared for the 
pre – Wimbledon tournee was not for us.  The 24 teams 
however were split into six groups for the morning 
round robin onto the excellent red clay courts. 
First up for Christine and me were the Mercers where we 
traded blows with their youthful pair but lost the best of 
the nine game format 3 – 6.  The next match was against 
an even more youthful pair from the Salters who had 
already exhibited power and style.  To our surprise we 
won the first four games as the ball hurtled towards us 
at frightening speed but fortunately went long or 
wide.  Two games then went the other way before we 
held our ground to win 7 – 2.  Finally we played a 
husband and wife pair from the Wax Chandlers and after 
a long match drew their sting at 6 – 3 and as group 
winners (just) were through to the knock out 
tournament in the afternoon. 
Now the gloves were off with a short set format and in 
the quarter final we played the Carmen.  From a tight 4 
– 3 in our favour, we moved to a 6 – 3 victory as they ran 
out of gas.  The semi-final against the Drapers proved 
to be our down fall as we could not combat the 
professional skills of their tennis coach. player, perhaps 
or perhaps not bussed in from Flushing Meadow but still 

 
Liveryman David Thorp and wife Christine valiantly 
represented the Glovers in the inter-Livery tennis 
competition at Queen’s Club. 

scrambled to achieve 4 –6. The Final was won by the Tallow Chandlers for the 13th time in 14 years while the 
Plate was contested by the Mercers and Salters, both from our earlier group. The Tournament was organised 
by the Feltmakers, just one behind the Glovers at number 63 in the list of Livery Companies, who managed 
the long day with great ability and charm.  Their master, Edward Hutton, and his wife are guests at our Mansion 
House Banquet when it will be our pleasure to thank them again.                             Liveryman David Thorp 

 
 



 

AND SOMETHING FROM 
THE ARCHIVE…….. 

REALLY USELFUL 
CITY STUFF 

Please look at some of the attachments to the email 
ion which this newsletter was attached.  There is some 
quite useful stuff both in general terms and with 
specifics. In particular those that have joined in recent 
years and who may want to learn or update 
themselves about the City and those that manage it 
then you should look at ‘Jargon Busting in the City’ 
This provides very useful details on the various 
positions and the parts that the individuals play. 
 

The second is a flyer which sets out an exceptional 
offer from the City Livery Club which now offers Fish 
& Chips on a Friday.  It is open to all Liverymen. It has 
a great position overlooking the river but you do have 
to book as it is very popular. 
 

Finally the Immediate Past Master has produced a 2 
side brief on The Livery Committee of the City of 
London as part of the wider education of Livery 
Companies.  This mysterious organisation is not really 
so mysterious but is the cornerstone of the Livery 
movement providing leadership and guidance. It is 
autonomous, in that it is not connected to the 
Corporation but naturally it works closely with it and 
provides that essential link for the Livery. 
 

Do take time to glance and read; it’s all good stuff. 
 

 

  


