
Edition 7                                                     November 2014 

FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
I welcome you warmly to the latest edition of the newsletter and would like to begin my first foreword by 
paying tribute to my predecessor Alison Gowman.  This newsletter was her idea and it has proved a most 
positive addition to our communication across the Company.  She has provided tireless leadership and has 
done much to maintain and advance the reputation of the Company over the last 12 months and for that I 
thank her on behalf of you all.   I hope the coming year will meet with equal approval. You will find this 
edition covers Alison’s last month as Master as well as my first.   
The year has already kicked off at quite a pace with dinner with the Curriers the evening of my Installation, 
the presentation of gloves to the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress and attending the Lord Mayor’s banquet. In 
addition to our traditional formal events over the coming year, visits are planned to the Bank of England, 
Westminster Abbey, Dent’s and the American Museum and Oxburgh Hall.  We will be joining in Swan Upping 
and we will be dining with the Regiment in April.  Do keep an eye on the website as that is the best and 
quickest way of find out about what is going on. No doubt there will be other events that will be developed 
over the year. On a sad note the past month has seen the passing of 3 distinguished Liverymen; Past Master 
Ken Smith and Liverymen Meg Minshull-Fogg and Dame Mary Glen Haig. Short obituaries appear later in this 
newsletter but more detailed ones will appear in the 2015 yearbook. 
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible during the year and wish you all a Merry Christmas and 
a prosperous New Year.  
 

THE INSTALLATION OF THE MASTER GLOVER  
 

 
The Master Glover, accompanied by her Consort Mr Lee Brace and followed by the 
Wardens of the Company, being led by the Beadle from the Installation Service at St 
Margaret Lothbury to the Installation Lunch at Drapers’ Hall 

The 376th Master Glover, Mrs Ann 
Esslemont, was installed as Master 
on Tuesday 4th November 2014 at 
a service held at the Church of St 
Margaret Lothbury and which was 
conducted by the Company 
Honorary Chaplain, The Reverend 
Prebendary Jeremy Crossley. The 
Wardens were also installed 
including the new 3rd Under 
Warden, Liveryman Alvan Seth-
Smith. The church was filled to 
capacity by Liverymen and guests 
which included the Masters of The 
Framework Knitters, The 
Feltmakers and Carmen. The 
Service was followed by a 
reception and lunch at Drapers’ 
Hall attended by 230 members of 
the Livery and their guests. Three 

speeches were made. The Renter Warden paid tribute to the retiring Master and thanked her for the 
significant contribution and energy she had made during her tenure.  The new Master presented Alison with 
her Past Master’s badge and a bouquet of flowers and at the same time presented Mr Glenn Hurstfield with 
the Past Consorts Badge and a small gift on behalf of the Company in recognition of all the support he had 
provided throughout the year.  The Master took wine with the new Third under Warden, Rodney Jagelman, 
2 new Court Assistants; Clive Hawkins and Michael Dodd as well as 4 new Liverymen and the first Apprentice 
for many years, Albie Duffy, all of whom had been installed clothed in the Livery earlier in the day. 
 

 



 

OBITUARIES 
 

PAST MASTER KEN SMITH 
Ken was admitted to The Glovers on 24th January 1968 

and became Master in 1987, during which he spent a 

considerable amount of time helping and advising his 

successor Clive Lidstone. Whilst this is a common thing 

now, back then it was not; Ken was probably the first to 

do this and the practice continues today. Ken spent a lot 

of time helping Clive in the year when the late Sir 

Christopher Collett became Lord Mayor. For many years 

he was Chairman of the Membership Committee and it 

was through him that many of our current Glovers were 

able to join the Livery. His guidance and words of 

wisdom were always well founded and so very helpful.  

Ken built the link with the Safran Zunft in Basel, 

Switzerland. The link had been suggested but it was Ken 

who went to Basel and built the foundations for the 

strong links that have developed between the Safran 

Guild and the Glovers. Ken died on the 28th September 

2014, many of his Livery friends attended his funeral and 

he took with him a pair of Gloves on his coffin. 

 
 

MEG MINSHULL-FOGG 

 

Meg Minshull-Fogg, who joined the Livery in 1986, died after 
a short illness aged 91 on 4th November 2014. Meg was born 
in Chelsea in 1915, her first claim to fame was when she went 
to Burma in 1943 as an Auxiliary Nurse. Her work took her very 
close to the front line but as was often the case with those 
exposed to the darker side of humanity spoke mainly about 
the positive side of life such as the friendships and fun she had 
there. Meg earned four medals for her contribution, including 
the Burma Star and the Far East Star.  
She met her husband John Minshull-Fogg on the boat on the 
way home from India. They married; he worked for the Daily 
Telegraph and she worked at the BMA close to where they 
lived. She became a Freeman of the City of London then other 
interests in the City followed including the Glovers and The 
Royal Society of St. George.  She was extremely traditional and 
loved the social life of the City.  

 

DAME MARY GLEN HAIG 
Dame Mary Glen Haig was admitted to the Livery in 
1985. The daughter of William James who represented 
Great Britain at fencing in the 1908 Olympics, she went 
3 better; representing Great Britian at fencing at 4 
consecutive Olypic Games in 1948, 1952, 1956 and 
1960.  During this time she also represented Great 
Britain in the Empire Games between 1950-1958. She 
became the first female member of the International 
Olympic Committee and served for 12 years.  She was 
knighted in 1993 and as late at the London 2012 games 
she was active as the host nation’s ambassador for the 
games.  
Dame Mary was made a MBE in 1971, CBE in 1977 and 
DBE in 1993. She died on 17th November 2014 aged 96. 
There will be a memorial service in the New Year. 
 

 

 



PRESENTATION OF GLOVES TO THE LORD MAYOR  
AND LADY MAYORESS 

 

  
 

The Master Glover, accomapnied by the 1st Under Warden, 2nd Under Warden, 3rd Under Warden and Clerk 
presented gloves to the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress at the Mansion House on 13th November 2014. On this 
occasion the gloves presented to the Lord Mayor were made by Chester Jefferies and those for the Lady 
Mayoress by Dents and Cornelia James.  The Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress and Nala (the new Mansion House 
canine incumbant) then most generously provided some refreshments afterwards. 
 

PRESENTATION OF GLOVES TO THE NEW SHERIFFS 

  
 

In one of her last acts as The Master, Alderman Alison Gowman with her successor Mrs Ann Esslemont, presented 
gloves to the Aldermaic Sheriff Dr Andrew Parmley and Sheriff Fiona Adler. They were accompanied by Wardens: 

Michael Orr, Jonathan Crossman, Alvan Seth-Smith with Christopher Dadson and the Clerk. 

 
 



THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

 

The principal function of the Glovers’ Social 
Committee is to organise the Calendar of social 
visits and events. The emphasis is on events 
connected to gloving and/or the City of London. 
The Committee attempts to give a range of special 
activities. Members of the Committee take it in 
turns to organise the visits and events for which 
the budgeting attempts to make a small profit for 
the Company. The recent introduction of VAT for 
these functions has made budgeting rather 
challenging. Each year is different from others in 
order to reflect the current Master’s ideas and 
interests. A full and interesting programme has 
been finalised for the coming year with our new 
Master, Mrs Ann Esslemont, playing an important  

part throughout. The full list of members of the Committee is listed in the Web-site of the Social 
Committee. The photograph shows some attendees at the last meeting-left to right Malcolm Freeman; 
Michael Hudson; Michael Orr (Renter Warden); Daphne Cave (Hon. Secretary); Roddy Morriss (Past Master); 
Richard Morris (Chairman); Liz Elvin; Caroline Dale; Betty Peacock (Observer); Ann Esslemont (Master); Clive 
Grimley (Hon. Treasurer).  

 

EVENING TOUR OF THE COLLEGE OF ARMS 
The Master, together with Past Masters, Glovers 
and guests paid a special visit to the College of 
Arms, which received its charter of incorporation 
from King Richard III in 1484. The second royal 
charter of incorporation and the site of the 
present college building were granted in 1555. 
The host was the Windsor Herald of Arms, William 
Hunt, who gave a talk on the history of the 
College including a special visit to the archives 
where ancient and recent coats of arms and 
documents were on view. There was a discussion 
concerning the Glovers’ own coat of arms. Mrs Liz 
Elvin presented the Windsor Herald with a pair of 
gloves. The necessity for two evenings arose 
because the College could only accommodate a 
limited number of visitors at any one time. The 
Master paid special thanks to Liveryman Rebecca 
Jennings-Evans who made all the arrangements 
for both visits. 

 

 
Glovers during a visit to the College of Arms 

 

THE HONORARY CHAPLAIN RECEIVES THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY  

 
The Honorary Chaplain, The Rev Preb Jeremy Crossley 
with (l) Mr Rob Wall and (r) Mr Cliff Radmore  

The IPM was delighted that she was able to be there when 
her fellow Durham Alumnus The Reverend Prebendary 
Jeremy Crossley received the freedom of the City of 
London. Indeed it was a veritable party of Glovers and 
St Margaret Lothbury colleagues. As well as Jeremy, Cliff 
Radmore and Rob Wall (both well known to the Glovers) 
received the freedom in a combined ceremony. It shows 
how strong a team they are to share in this short but 
very meaningful event. It made the presentation of the 
book of the Rules for the Conduct of Life even more 
relevant as they are so strongly based on the 
scriptures.  The ceremonies of many luminaries adorned 
the Chamberlain's Court and the youngest freemen 
admired the honours given to Archbishops Desmond 
Tutu and Rowan Williams meanwhile not forgetting the 
star billing of Joan Collins whose photos adorn the 
Courtroom table of fame.  Afterwards we were royally 
entertained by Jeremy in his Rectory. Somehow he and 
we seemed to have already forgotten Rule 31. 
 

 
 



THE GLOVERS OUT AND ABOUT 

   

   

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Left to Right The Master, IPM and Wardens with Lt Col Chris Palmer receiving the Freedom of the City. The IPM’s visit to 
Thrive, The Master and Wardens at the presentation of a Glove to the Chamberlain’s Court. The IPM in Aldermanic Garb 
meeting St John Ambulance. The IPM dining with Fellmongers of York. The new CLS Scholar Joseph White. The Clerk in his 
natural habitat. Assistant Wendy Mead in hers! Gillian Cue and the IPM at prize giving at CLS Girls. The Master’s handover 
at London Air Ambulance. The Archive Committee moving back to Leathersellers.  A visit to Pittards. Past Master Keith 
Ebsworth in trouble? Renter Warden Michael Orr with the IPM a Haberdashers for his presentation on Art and Artist Rifles. 
Presenting Long Service Certificates to staff at Chester Jefferies. 

 



THE GLOVE COLLECTION TRUST - THE SPENCE COLLECTION 

Liveryman Douglas Sweet periodically presents articles for the newsletter. Here, and with significant help from 
Rosemary Harden of the Fashion Museum at Bath, he offers this insight into one of the Glovers main collections. 

Robert Spence (1871-1964) donated to the Glovers his 
collection of rare and important gloves, many of which 
are from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  As 
a collection they represent the majority of the gloves 
owned by the Company which are housed and cared for 
in the Fashion Museum at Bath. They represent what is 
commonly regarded as the finest collection of gloves in 
the world. 
Robert Spence was an artist and illustrator who collected 
examples of original costume to assist with his work, in 
particular 17th century gloves with rich trimmings and 
embroidered decoration. 
Robert Spence was born at Tynemouth. His father was a 
great collector of Quaker material and to him we owe 
the Spence collection of manuscripts which include one 
of George Fox’s journal. As an artist Robert was known 
for his dry-paint etchings but he also painted in oils and 
made models of historic ships. The first reference to his 

 
The original glove of Queen Elizabeth II from her 
coronation on 2nd June 1953 above a replica of Queen 
Victoria’s glove  from her coronation on 28th June 1838 

glove collection is in 1919 followed by an illustrated article in Country Life Vol 50 on 1st October 1921. At the 
Court Meeting held on 25th January 1955 the Clerk reported that he had received an offer from Mr Spence that 
he wished to bequeath his collection of historic gloves to the Glovers.  Past Master Leslie Pinkham and Renter 
Warden Major Oliver with Liverymen Mr Norris and Mr Palmer viewed the gloves on 27th January 1959.  It was 
suggested that Mr Spence be invited to lunch which duely occurred on 28th April 1959 and the Company took 
over the collection on 29th May 1959.  On 21st July 1959 Robert Spence was unanimously elected to the Livery 
in appreciation of his generous gift.  
In 1960, Edmunds of Birmingham were awarded the contract to make a large framed showcase for the collection 
at a cost of £328. The final invoice for £334-5-0 was presented and the showcase was delivered to the Guildhall 
Museum at the Royal Exchange.   In 1961 Mr Spence made a further donation of a pair of Queen Anne period 
gloves which on investigation by Mr Norman transpired that they had been made in about 1650 for a Bishop.  
Over subsequent years gloves were lent for exhibitions overseas in Munich, Holland, Denmark and Japan. Mr 
Spence died in 1965.  
On 26th April 1966 it was suggested that some of the collection be stored in drawers to never see the light of 
day for fear they would be sold.  Past Master J E French wrote opposing the sale of any gloves from the Spence 
collection and was supported by the majority of the Court.  
The collection now consists of 104 pairs, 26 singles, 4 pairs of gaunlet panels and one single gauntlet panel. 
This collection remains in safekeeping in Bath with loans made only with the full consent of the Trustees and 
under strict controls and supervision. 
 

 

.       Lecture at Haberdashers Hall 
The Artists of the Artists Rifles 

Members of the Company joined the Haberdashers on 7th 
October 2014 for a lecture on the Artists of the Artists 
Rifles given, in large part, by the Renter Warden, Michael 
Orr.  The Centenary of the Outbreak of the First World War 
has generated a new interest in our affiliated regiment, the 
Artists Rifles. They were the theme of an exhibition in 
Hampshire (still running in the Gosport Gallery until 28 
December) and featured in a photographic display in the 
Tower of London. At the end of October over a hundred 
members of the Artists Rifles Association and their guests 
visited northern France on the hundredth anniversary the 
regiment’s arrival in France. Memorial plaques were placed in  

the towns where the Artists were billeted, St Omer, Helfaut and Bailleul. The Glovers had an opportunity to 
learn more about the history of the regiment and its role during the war when they joined members of the 
Haberdashers’ Company for a lecture at their Hall. Patrick Baty, who was the originator of the Hampshire 
exhibition, talked about the many distinguished painters, sculptors and other artists who founded and served 
with the Artists Rifles in the Victorian era. 1st Under Warden Michael Orr described the history of the regiment 
in the First World War when over 10,000 men were commissioned from the Artists into the British Army and 
over 2,000 Artists lost their lives. With a display of uniform and memorabilia from the regimental museum 
and an excellent buffet supper, it was an informative and enjoyable evening. 

 



A WARM WELCOME TO 4 NEW LIVERYMEN  
AND OUR FIRST APPRENTICE 

 
Tom Dean, Jack Bayliss, Albie Duffy, Ian Dyson 
and Andrew Gardner 

The outgoing Master, Alderman Alison Gowman, in one of 
her final acts as Master, was delighted to install 4 new 
liverymen; Jack Bayliss, Tom Dean, Ian Dyson and Andrew 
Gardner at the Installation Court held at Drapers’ Hall on 4th 
November 2014.  Their sponsors were Assistant Roger De 
Courcey, Liverymen David Thorp, The Master and Past Master 
John Gardner. The Company is delighted to be able to 
welcome them. 
 

In additon the Court was delighted to welcome the first new 
Apprentice of the modern era, Albie Duffy, who had been a 
former Glover bursar at the the City of London School for 
Boys. Albie was accompanied by his father Mr Paul Duffy and 
will be conducting his apprenticeship under the tutelege of 
Assistant Roger De Courcey.  It is hoped that he will be joined 
by at least 3 more apprentices during the coming year. 
 

WELCOME TO 3 NEW FREEMEN 

The Master and Wardens met at Plaisterers’ Hall 
on Tuesday 14th October to discuss the Strategy 
Framework and to conduct normal Warden’s 
business.  During the meeting the Master and 
Wardens were delighted to swear in 3 new 
Freemen.  The picture to the right shows the 
Immediate Past Master during her tenure as 
Master and flanked by the Wardens, Immediate 
Past Master Christopher Dadson and the Beadle 
as they welcome 3 new Freemen of the 
Company. Assistant Commissioner Ian Dyson 
had been introduced to the Company by Alison 
Gowman, Mrs Sandra Jones by Joanna Barker 
and Mrs Jane Marshall by Rodney Jagelman. All 
were bid welcome; Ina Dyson was admitted to 
the Livery at the Installation Court and Sandra 
and Jane will be joining in the New Year. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


