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FOREWORD BY THE MASTER 
I would like to begin by wishing you all a happy and prosperous New Year.  The year has already kicked off 
with a number of events of note; the Immediate Past Master and I visited the Safran Guild in Basel and a 
number of Liverymen and their guests visited the Bank of England for the first of the visits in the social 
calendar.  It is also a great pleasure to be able to use this edition of the newsletter to introduce you to our 
new Apprentices who are the first to join in the modern era. I was also thrilled that the Immediate Past Master 
was re-elected Alderman for Dowgate with a resounding majority; I offer her heartfelt congratulations on 
behalf of the whole Company.  You will find more about all of this later in this newsletter.  The New Year has 
also not been without sadness.  We have lost Past Assistant Brian Hamilton who had not been well for a 
while.  He was well known to many and it very much reflected the measure of Brian that so many Glovers 
were able to attend his funeral.  It is also sad to report the death of Liveryman Louis Lewis who had been a 
member of the Company for 37 years. Full obituaries will appear in the Yearbook.  
Looking forward; I am delighted so many of you are able to attend our first Livery lunch of the year at 
Stationers’ Hall; we will be filling the place to capacity. This is followed by our Livery Only event and Common 
Hall on 14th April at Saddlers’ Hall.  I have decided this is for Liverymen only without guests or prospective 
members as I am keen that we focus on each other and the Company. More details will follow but I would 
be grateful if you would all give serious thought to attending as it is the one opportunity where we are able 
to gather in numbers to not only discuss ways of taking the Company forward but also to enjoy our own 
company. I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the coming year. 
 
 

THE MASTER’S VISIT TO BASEL  
 

 
The Master Glover, with Past Masters Roddy Morriss and Alison Gowman, joined the 
Meister and members of the Safran Guild during the Master’s annual visit to 
Switzerland. 

The Glovers' link with the Safran Guild of 
Basel goes back some 28 years.  The 
Meister and other members of the Safran 
Zunft visit London regularly.  The Master, 
Immediate Past Master and Past Master 
Roddy Morriss and his wife Susanna were 
this year invited to the most formal and 
prestigious event of the Safran year - the 
Fabian Sebastian Güntzer-Mӓhli. A lunch 
for the most senior members of Basel 
City and Basel County. The 5 course 
lunch of superb food with accompanying 
Swiss wine was interspersed by 8 
speeches from the senior guests present 
and from Meister Michael Geiger.  The 
Meister welcomed the Glovers very 
warmly and apologised for the 
numerous speeches in Swiss German.  
The Master gave heartfelt thanks to the 
Safran Guild for inviting us and 
presented  the Meister with a framed 
copy of our 1986 deed granting our full  

coat of arms with supporters. Christian Egeler, the President of Basel Canton included in his words a charming 
comment "it does not seem that having women in the Glovers has caused them any misery".... A reference to the 
current male only membership of the Safran Zunft. He informed us that he was making this point in his speeches 
to all the Basel Guilds. A brave man! 

 



 

THE ANNUAL CAROL SERVICE AT ST MARGARET LOTHBURY 
The traditional Annual Carol Service took place this 
year on Monday 15th December in the historic 
church of St Margaret Lothbury. The service was led 
by Reverend Prebendary Jeremy Crossley aided by 
the Assistant Chaplain Reverend Mark Fox. The 
Master Mrs Ann Esslemont was in attendance along 
with the Immediate Past Master Alderman Alison 
Gowman, Past Masters, Wardens, Glovers and 
guests. This was the second function of the Master 
after her Installation. For many of us this important 
and lovely service marks the beginning of 
Christmas-tide services and festivities. Since The  

Reverend Fox is a Glover through patrimony, it was apt 
that he commenced the service with the Bidding Prayer. 
The lessons were read by the Master and Wardens. 
Following the service, canapés were served with wine and 
soft drinks in the Church Hall. Glovers and guests were 
able to renew old, and establish new friendships. The 
Master wishes to thank Liveryman Mrs. Lisa Page for 
organising the evening on behalf of the Social Committee. 
The Master would also like to thank our Honorary 
Chaplain, Jeremy Crossley, and all the staff at St Margaret 
who continue to make all members of the Company so 
very welcome. 

  
(L) The Master with Liveryman The Reverend Mark Fox  who helped officiate at the Carol Service. (R) Following the Service 
Members of the Company enjoyed wonderful canapes arranged by Liveryman Lisa Page. 
 

AN ACQUISITION FOR THE GLOVE COLLECTION TRUST 
At the tender age of “69 and holding” there are not 
many opportunities to do something for the first time, 
but recently I was able to bid at an auction AND on the 
telephone as well. Exciting and nerve racking. 
What were you doing I hear you ask, well The Trustees 
had been advised that a pair of John Galliano 
newspaper print leather gloves from 2001, with 
Galliano Gazette print in matching tissue and in the 
original box were coming up for auction. It was felt that 
as John Galliano was such an important designer we 
should have some of his gloves in our collection. The 
auction venue was in Bermondsey South East London 
and no other Trustee was available I took up the 
challenge. 
Having registered as a telephone bidder I was advised 
of the likely time I would be contacted, but come the   

 

day, come the hour, no phone call. However the 
auction was running behind schedule and eventually I 
was contacted. The bidding started by £10 increments, 
then £20 and eventually £50 until my competition, 
whoever they were, bowed out, as I was never told who 
or how many were bidding. At the end a great sigh of 
relief from me, although I was actually not sure if I had 
been successful or not, I had and the gloves are now 
firmly in my possession for passing to The Trustees in 
due course. Where they will be stored, or maybe even 
exhibited has yet to be decided for definite.  

Keith J Ebsworth 
Trustee of The Glove Collection Trust 

 
 

 
 



 

SOCIAL VISIT TO 

BANK OF ENGLAND MUSEUM 

The Master Mrs Ann Esslemont, together with 48 
Glovers and guests, made a special visit to the 
Museum, which is housed in the East Wing of the 
Bank of England. In 1694 the privately owned bank 
was opened in order to raise funds for the 
Government during a period of warfare against 
France. Over the 330 years of its existence the Bank 
has gradually assumed the role of the National Bank 
and has accumulated a large number of historical 
items many of which are on display in the Museum. 
In 1797 the Pitt Government made repeated 
demands upon the Bank for gold in order to pay for 
the war against Revolutionary France but in February 
of that year the Bank suspended payment in gold - 

 
The Master flanked by Mr Martin Stewart, (Director of Banks, 
Building Societies and Credit Unions, Prudential Regulation 
Authority) and Liveryman Roger Marsh 

Peter and Daphne Cave caught with fingers in the till? 

payment was subsequently made with bank notes.  James 

Gillray drew a cartoon in which Pitt is seen to be picking 

the pockets of an old lady who is sitting on a chest 

containing many bank notes.  From this cartoon the 

famous nickname of “The Old Lady of Threadneedle 

Street” was derived.  In 1997 The Bank was given 

operational responsibility for monetary policy. The Master 

thanked Mr Martin Stewart, Prudential Regulation 

Authority, Anne Leonard, for her very informative talk 

about the Museum, Liveryman Roger Marsh for all his help 

with the evening and Mrs Daphne Cave, secretary of the 

Social Committee for organising the event, and presented 

gloves to mark the occasion.  Afterwards, supper was 

taken at Williamson’s Tavern. 

 

THANKS TO YOU,  THE CHARITABLE FUNDS HAVE BEEN SWELLED 
I would like to thank so many Livery members for their most generous response to my appeal, as the then Master, 
to consider your charitable giving to the Glovers' Charities. This is not easy when financial times are testing but 
I think the outcome is exceptionally pleasing and with the many new members all being very generous as well, 
the total funds are growing nicely.  
You might like to have some more detail and I hope that this will encourage you and any others who have yet 
to review their own position.   
Over the past year there has been a steady flow of new Liverymen who have all pledged to give regularly to the 
General Charitable Fund.  It is an expectation that Livery members will give regularly and however large or small 
this is a commitment to a major part of the Livery's ethos of charitable grant making.  
All existing members received a letter from me in about April and this has resulted in many kind letters and 
offers of donations to increase existing giving or to start a regular donation.  
Both of these elements should result in an on-going excess of about £6,500 per annum. Some additional one 
off payments were also received in the sum of £1,800. All of this adds to the General Charitable Fund from which 
annual grants are made to so many good causes - glove related, educational, and military or City linked.  
The Endowment Fund is separate and is intended to capture sums that donors want to be used to build up a 
capital sum that will endow the Company's giving in the future. This received a total of £8,750 from several 
generous individuals. I was also alerted to many who are leaving legacies to the Endowment Fund - a future gift 
of great value to us.    
To all of you, the Court and I want to express great thanks. Details of where the money is spent and more about 
the charities is on the website  http://www.thegloverscompany.org/index.php/charitable-donations  If you want 
any more information about your giving or the Company's charities then do please contact me. If you have a 
charity that you want to recommend for a grant then please feel free to nominate them. Please go direct to the 
Charity Projects Committee Chairman, Roger de Courcey, or the Clerk.  

 Alderman Alison Gowman 
Immediate Past Master, Chairman of the Glovers' Charitable Trust Board 

 

http://www.thegloverscompany.org/index.php/charitable-donations


 
 
 

 

The Renter Warden now has his team being put through a gruelling training regime prior to an attempt to 
wrestle back the trophy that we last won in 2013. Your support would be most appreciated at Guildhall 
Square.  This event is traditionally used to also support the charitable fund so please see details on the 
attached flyer.  Also, he is still in urgent need of a volunteer for the novelty class. 

 

RE-ELECTION AS ALDERMAN FOR DOWGATE WARD
Immediate Past Master Alison Gowman recounts the nail biting tension of a contested election. 
In standing for re-election as Alderman for Dowgate Ward, I was contested by one of the Common Councilmen who 
also represented Dowgate.  You can never say "never" in the City but in living memory this had not happened before 
and so it made the election even more exciting whilst giving the electorate a chance to decide and not just allow a 
person to walk back into the role uncontested.  So I set about my election campaign.  
 I polished my website (www.alisongowman.org.uk) and prepared a plan of contact with each of the electorate - there 
were 411 in all. This would include visits in person, phone calls, emails and letter drops. I already had a good selection 
of contacts with all the major businesses and individuals and so used those to help with others in their firms. Anyone 
is entitled to a postal vote and the key is to get everyone to apply for a postal vote.  In the end there were 197 postal 
voters registered (on the day half of them actually voted).What is interesting in the canvassing process is that you can 

Can really speak to people about their issues in the 
Ward. Rubbish was a regular problem as well as road 
works and noisy building works. I had numerous 
meetings about demolition works actually taking place 
in the Ward during this time and came out twice after 
10pm to visit and hear for myself the noise and 
vibrations caused. I received an invite to a launch of a 
website by one voter and drank many cups of coffee and 
tea. Hospitality has to be one way as anything I buy for 
an elector would need to be recorded in the electoral 
expenses. One proposed meeting had to be cancelled 
as the company felt that it might infringe their Financial 
Conduct Authority registration! I must admit that I had 
never been in a betting office so many times before 
(there are 2 competing ones in my Ward) and I might 
have looked suspicious as I waited for the Marks and 
Spencer manager to stop stacking shelves and talk to 
me. The day of the first Ward Mote arrived and this was   

held in Dyers' Hall. The Ward Mote is presided over by the Lord Mayor with the City Marshall Swordbearer and 
Common Cryer all dressed in their finest. The candidates are called on to make a short speech and then as there is a 
contested poll the meeting is adjourned until the morrow. On the day of the election I attended at 8am to start the 
long sit in the rather chilly entrance to the Dyers' Hall to await the electors in person.  31 people attended over the 12 
hours and so I was pleased that I had lined up a succession of friends and supporters to come along and chat to me 
to keep me company (but not stand in the Polling Station). The Master's visit with a box of chocolate biscuits was 
much appreciated as was that of Liveryman Caroline Dale. 
Once the Poll closed at 8pm, the procedures were followed to record all manner of things and finally to open the 
votes (including the postal votes) and count them. The first three voting slips were for my opponent but then the piles 
evened up and the result was 101 to 18 in my favour. The Lord Mayor was on call to be summoned back with the 
mayoral team and the Ward Mote re-opened. The result was declared formally. The Dyers' kindly concluded their 
hospitality with a bottle of champagne for the assembled supporters.  

 

GLOVER RECOGNISED IN THE 2015 NEW YEAR’S HONOURS LIST 
Warmest congratulations to Liveryman Wendy Mead CC  who was the recipent of the OBE in the 2015 
New Year’s Honours list.  To quote the Remembrancer “Wendy's prominence in the campaign to save Bart's 
Hospital and subsequently to champion the institution is well known. That, and the notable contribution to 
London through the shrievalty and as Chairman of the Open Spaces committee and services on numerous other 
committees and boards as well as the continuing support for healthcare issues (not least as Chairman of the 
Health and Social Care subcommittee) are reflected in the award of OBE for civic and community services in 
London.”   

 
 
 

http://www.alisongowman.org.uk/


 
THE GLOVERS NEW APPRENTICE SCHEME 

 
Members of the Livery may be interested to learn about a new initiative for the Glovers to have an active scheme to 
introduce Apprentices into the Livery Company.  Livery Companies have traditionally provided training to young 
people via an apprenticeship in the art and mystery of the trade and craft of the Company. However this is a modern 
apprenticeship which is to "train" and engage young people in the current Livery Company and the City of London.  
The objectives of the scheme are to assist and encourage young people to take a continuing interest in the City and 
the Glovers, and to provide a possible future source of members for the Company. The Company believes that some 
of these young people will in the future form the backbone of the Company and so an introduction to the Livery at 
an early age will give them an excellent grounding. The scheme as initially envisaged in 2014 expects that the number 
of Apprentices will be approximately 10 and the financial underwriting of the scheme has been based on that figure. 

 
Apprentice Albie Duffy with Assisatnt Roger De Courcey 

This Glovers' scheme seeks to involve the Company’s 
former Bursary students as well as the family and friends 
of Liverymen. The scheme will be overseen by the 
Membership Committee and they have designated 
someone to oversee the scheme and to be known as The 
Apprentice Master and who will be a member of the 
Membership Committee. The first Apprentice Master 
overseeing the scheme is Past Master Christopher 
Dadson.  
The Glovers' scheme applies to young people between 
the ages of 18 and 25. The Apprenticeship will last for a 
maximum of 7 years but can be concluded earlier if the 
Apprentice is ready and suitable to progress to become a 
Freeman of the Company. The Glovers have committed 
initially to find 10 Apprentices and we have already made 
a very good start. At the Court held in November 2014, 
Immediate Past Master Alison Gowman oversaw the 
signing of the first apprentice indenture between former 

bursary student Albie Duffy from the City of London School and Assistant Roger de Courcey.  Subsequently at the 
Wardens' committee on 15 December a further two apprentices were indentured. Imogen Hamilton-Jones (former 
CLSG) to Master Ann Esslemont and Usaid Qasmi (former KESW) to Third Under Warden Rodney Jagelman. Two more 
students have been interviewed and agreed and will be indentured in early 2015 subject to University terms and dates 
being suitable. Photographs of the new apprentices are shown here so that you might be able to recognise them in 
the future. The Apprentices are required to attend a number of Glovers' events over the 7 years of their 
apprenticeship with their Apprentice Master. I am sure that all Glovers will be keen to welcome them and as this is a 
commitment from the whole Company then please 
consider if there is anything that you might be doing or 
any way that you might be able to help the Apprentices. 
Some of the Apprentices have expressed an interest in our 
charity commitment. Others may be looking for some job 
experience in their chosen field and you might be able to 
provide this or a contact for them.  The link in all 
circumstances is via their own Apprentice Master and the 
details are given in the Livery list of this contact 
information.   
The Company are still looking for some more Apprentices 
and some more Apprentice Masters.  Do you know of any 
suitable young people aged 18 - 25? Are you willing to 
act as a link in being an Apprentice Master?  Please speak 
to Christopher Dadson about this. 
The Company have agreed to invest in this scheme as a 
way to investing in the future of the Company. There is a 
cost in the Apprentices attending events.  The Company 
have put aside some funds to meet this cost - however if 
the Apprentice Master is prepared to pay this then the 
Company will be very grateful for that commitment.  We 
have estimated that this might be about £170 per annum 
as it might include attending a couple of events and 
providing travel and possibly accommodation costs.   
More details and further nitty-gritty about the scheme are 
set out in an update in the Handbook and available on 
the website. 
 
 
 

 
Apprentices Usaid Qasmi and Imogen Hamilton-Jones with 
the Master following their admission at Cutlers’ Hall 
 
 



 

FUTURE MEET THE COMPANY EVENTS 
The Company has arranged for 2 evenings during the year to allow Liverymen to bring along and friends or 
family who might be interested in learning more about the Glovers. Dates for the diary are Wed 6th May and 
expected to be held at Balls Brothers, Carey Lane, EC2V 8AE.  The second evening will be on Tue 20th Oct, 
location TBC. The idea is to gather some liverymen as well as members of the Wardens Committee and meet 
informally between 6-8PMy.  More details will follow but if this is of interest to you then please contact Liveryman 
Julian Lidstone. 

 

WELCOMES TO THE COMPANY AND CITY FREEDOMS 
The Master and Wardens admitted 5 new Freemen to the Company on 15th December 2015 at Cutlers’ Hall.  They 
were delighted to welcome, Mrs Annie Allum and Mrs Vivienne Littlechild both introduced by Alison Gowman, 
Mr Alex Catto introduced by Walter Demuth, Mrs Felicity Chadwick-Histed introduced by Roger Graham and Mr 
David Roots who was introduced by Clive Grimley. They will all progress to be admitted to the Livery during the 
year. Photos have also become available of Felicity receiving her Freedom of the City as did the Clerk. Felicity is 
from a long line of Glovers and her forbears include her great grandfather, Edward Holder, and grandfather, 
Frank Douglas Holder; the latter who won an MC for shooting down Zeppelin L48 in WW1.   

  
Freeman Felicity Chadwick-Histed with the Immediate Past 
Master receiving the Freedom of the City 

The Clerk, accompanied by his family, the Master  and some 
of the Wardens also receiving the Fredom of the City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


